isms, and the barrels are sometimes made by
different persons, sometimes by one man; but
anything like mass production is unknown. To
see these men boring out barrels on a wobbly
hand lathe, shaping a breech-block with a chisel
and a broken file and holding a stock between
their toes while they whittle away at it with a
knife, is to see a miracle in the making. For
miracle it is that an excellent imitation of a Mar-
tini-Henry should be turned out with crazy
implements up here in the mountains on the
border of Afghanistan.

Unlike pleasures elsewhere, the cost of killing
in the Independent Territory has fallen by about
200 per cent, since the war. This is due to the
availability of a large number of rifles lost by the
British-Indian Government through the defection
of various militias and tribal levies on the frontier*
to the loot of rifles and ammunition taken from
convoys during operations, and to the import
from Russia of more rifles than were ever smug-
gled in the old days through Muscat. In 1913,
when arms and ammunition, brought from Ger-
many to Muscat, had to be taken thence in dhows
across the Persian Gulf and afterward trans-
ported by caravan to the Independent Territory>
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